Experimental idiopathic dilated cardiomyopathy under low-calcium condition.
Administration of long-term, low-dose Na2EDTA leads to moderate or severe thinning of the right ventricular wall with or without rupture. These morphological manifestations are known to be site-dependent on the constriction of pulmonary arteries (Yamaguchi et al. 1993a). They sometimes ensue from aneurysmal dilatation and/or plexiform-like-lesion in a pulmonary artery (Yamaguchi et al. 1993b). The present contribution reports that experimental animals who survived for a longer period, maximum for 6 months, showed dilatation of the left ventricle with a mode-rately thin ventricular wall as well as right ventricular changes, which are similar to the morphological manifestations in idiopathic dilated cardiomyopathy.